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Abstract

An assumption can be made that, as a start point for the recognition and utilization of cultural heritage, the “choice”
of such would reflect the cultural ideology of the ruling power at that time. This has finally been proved by the case
of Korea in the 20 century.

First, in the late Korean Empire (1901-1910), the prevailing cultural ideology had been inherited from the
Joseon Dynasty. The main objects that the Joseon Dynasty tried to protect were royal tombs and archives. During
this time, an investigation by the Japanese into Korean historic sites began in earnest. Stung by this, enlightened
intellectuals attempted to recognize them as constituting independent cultural heritage, but these attempts failed to
be institutionalized.

During the 1910-1945 Japanese occupation, the Japanese led investigations to institutionalize Korean cultural
heritage, which formed the beginning of the current cultural heritage management system. At that time, the historical
investigation, designation, protection, and enhancement activities led by the Japanese Government-General of
Korea not only rationalized their colonial occupation of Korea but also illustrated their colonial perspective. Korean
nationalists processed the campaign for the love of historical remains on an enlightening level, but they had their
limits in that the campaign had been based on the outcome of research planned by the Japanese.

During the 1945-2000 period following liberation from Japan, cultural heritage restoration projects took places
that were based on nationalist ideology. People intended to consolidate the regime’s legitimacy through these
projects, and the enactment of the ‘Cultural Heritage Charter’ in 1997 represented an ideology in itself that stretched
beyond a means of promoting nationalist ideology.

During the past 20 centuries, cultural heritage content changed depending on the whims of those with
political power. Such choices reflected the cultural ideology that the powers at any given time held with regard to
cultural heritage. In the background of this cultural heritage choice mechanism, there have been working trade-
off relationships formed between terminology and society, as well as the ideological characteristics of collective
memories. The ruling party has tried to implant their ideology on their subjects, and we could consider that it wanted
to achieve this by being involved in collective memories related to traditional culture, so called-choice, and utilization

of cultural heritage.
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